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Characters:

Yochanon Kohen Gadol 

Yehuda Makabee

Rabbi Eliezer

Shimmy Yoni

Jason / Joshua

King Antiochus

Greek General “Papastitos” (Comedy Character – Chayolim, Use Skitzer!)

Setting: Eretz Yisroel – Over 2000 years ago

Instructions for Play Director
Giving out parts

As the Play Director, you will be responsible for giving out the different character parts to the Chayolim in your group. You must read the play and know it well BEFORE you decide who should be what. Let your friends try to prove that they are the best for a certain part by acting out certain parts of the play. 
As you can see, Yochanon Kohen Gadol and Matisyahu can be done by the same actor. They are in the play at different times. (You can change the costume a little in between scenes. Wear a fake beard, a hat, e.t.c.). 

Notice that there are now 8 actors needed in this play. What if your unit has 7 Chayolim? 

If you don’t have enough guys you can always skip out a certain part of the play. For example, with 7 guys: Just skip out the part where Matisyahu dies and gives over the job to Yehuda. Yehuda can be the leader of the Jews throughout the entire play and you can forget about Matisyahu. (You’ll use him in next years play).

But what if your unit is teaming up with another unit and now you have 16 guys?!!

Well, Yochanon, Matisyahu, and Yehuda can all be different actors. You must also keep in mind that there is lots to do for a play besides acting! 

Some of you may want to try to make a prop or a backdrop. Maybe you wanna make your own music soundtrack! Get some ideas from your former staff members or Madrichim!
Rehearsals
Scene 1
(Beis Hamikdash)

[Two boys, Shimmy and Yoni, are standing in the “courtyard of the Bais Hamikdash” at the center of the stage]

[Enter Jason]

Shimmy: Hey, Joshua, did you hear what’s going on?!

Jason: Yeah, I heard what’s goin’ on. So what?!

Yoni: What do you mean, so what?! You don’t care that King Antiochus has made terrible laws which don’t allow us to live like Jews!

Shimmy: That’s right! And now he’s sending his crazy General Papastitos to come here to Jerusalem and destroy our Holy Temple! (Shimmy points to the “Beis Hamikdash”) This is awful.

Jason: Oh, come on, guys! Take it easy. These Greeks are not as bad as you think they are. They are very smart and nice. They just want everyone to be like them. Why do you guys have to be so stubborn?

Shimmy: Joshua?! I can’t believe you! You sound like one of THEM! 
Jason: (smiling) That’s because I AM one of them. I’ve decided to drop all this Jewish stuff. The Greeks are chilled. (use the newest slang word you heard in Yeshiva. Cool, slick, e.t.c.)

Yoni: Joshua! Stop speaking like that! You’re a Jew!

Jason: Not anymore, Buddy. No more Joshua. From now on, I’m Jason. I’ve had enough. It’s too hard to be Jewish!

[Enter Yochanon Kohen Gadol]

Yoni: Look, Shimmy, it’s Yochanon Kohen Gadol, the High Priest!

Yochanon: Shimmy, Yoni, don’t listen to this Hellenist! Be strong!


Jason: (very angry) You…You… How dare you?! Antiochus and the Greeks are much stronger than you! There are much more Greeks than Jews! They will be living long after the Jews are wiped out!

Yochanon: Listen here. We Jews never care how many soldiers, weapons and gods the Greeks have. We will continue to serve our one G-d in this Holy Temple.

[Enter General Papastitos]

Jason: That’s what you think. (turns to the General) General Papastitos! This High Priest is making fun of our gods!

Papas: Really?! Well, Mr. High Priest, I will give you a chance to apologize to the Greek gods. You must spill the blood of a pig right here in front of the Temple!

Yochanon: Ok. I’ll do it!

Papas: Really?

[Yochanon takes sword from General and slashes the General’s arm]

Papas: Ouch! I’m bleeding!

Yochanon: Yup. I just spilled the blood of a pig.

[General Papastitos starts crying and kvetching  like a baby. Jason starts leading him off-stage]

Jason: (screams) King Antiochus will not like this!

Yochanon: (To Shimmy and Yoni) Yoni, Shimmy! Judaism and Torah are in danger. But Hashem will help, kids, Hashem will help.

End scene 1

Scene 2

(King’s Palace)

[King Antiochus is sitting on his “throne”]

[Enter General Papastitos with a bandage on one arm. Jason following behind.]

King: (angry) I don’t believe this! What happened?!

Papas: (whining) They hurt me! (makes funny sounds) They made me bleed!

King: Enough! Enough with these Jews! I am the King! They MUST listen to ME even if I’m a madman!

Jason: Perhaps his majesty should make more laws against the Jews.

King: Great idea, Jason. I’m glad you joined our side. Spread the news! 

No more Shabbos!

No more of those circumcisions!

And no more of that Kosher Baloney!

They can eat the same stuff WE eat. Pork legs are delicious. Ha! Ha!

Jason: But what if the Jews don’t listen?

King: Just go out there and bring me back any Jew. I’ll show them! 

Jason: I’ll try

King: Oh, Jason, do me a favor. Have that High Priest “removed” from his position!

End scene 2

Scene 3

(King’s Palace)

[On the side of the stage, Shimmy and Yoni are learning with Rabbi Eliezer from Seforim]

Rabbi: Breishis Boro Elokim

(Children repeat)

Rabbi: Es Hashomaim V’es Ha’aretz

(Children repeat)

Rabbi: In the beginning, G-d created the heaven and the earth.

(Children repeat)

[Suddenly, General Papastitos and Jason rush over to side-stage and grab the Rabbi and the kids. Lots of screaming]

Jason: Gotcha!

Rabbi: Please! Just take me. Leave the kids alone!

Papas: No way! You know you’re not allowed to study the Torah of your G-d. You’re all coming to palace.

Shimmy: (screaming) Noooooooo! (starts crying)

Yoni: Get your hands off our teacher!

[They all go to center-stage where the King is still sitting]

King: Welcome to my palace. 

Rabbi: We will NEVER listen to you! We have ONE King. The King of heaven and earth.

[The king picks up a plate with some food on it]

King: Listen up, Rabbi! Taste these pork legs and I’ll let you and your friends go.

Rabbi: No way!

King: (whispering to Rabbi) Ok, Rabbi. I’m a nice guy. I’ll make you a deal. Put it NEAR your lips so the kids THINK you’re eating it.

Rabbi: No deal! I will not fool these children, you wicked king!

King: Then die, old man!

[King takes sword and kills Rabbi Eliezer. Kids start to cry.]

King: (to kids) I’ll let you guys live so you can go tell your leader, Matisyahu, what happens when you don’t follow the Greek way of life. Ha! HA! Tell him to expect a visit from my General!

End Scene 3

Scene 4

(Mountains)

[Matisyahu (could be the same actor for Yochanon) is standing with his son Yehuda Makabee]

[Enter Shimmy and Yoni out of breath and crying]

Shimmy: Matisyahu…..we……we were caught and…..

Yoni: They….they got Reb Eliezer!

Matisyahu: Children, children! Calm down! [They stop screaming] Now, tell me what happened.

Shimmy: They killed our teacher.

Matisyahu: [sadly]  Oy Vey! He is not the ONLY one who died for Judaism. And, unfortunately, I don’t think he will be the last.

Shimmy: The king said he was sending an army to fight you, Matisyahu.

[Enter Papastitos and Jason]

Papas: That’s right! And here we are!

Matisyahu: [Very tough] What do you want?!

Papas: Nothing really. Just make a decision. Either build an altar for our gods………or die!

Matisyahu: I would rather die as a Jew!

[Jason starts walking away from the General and stands next to Matisyahu and the boys]

Papas: Jason, where are you going?

Jason: Jason is not my name. I am Joshua. I keep hearing how everyone would rather die and not have to follow the Greeks. NO!  I cannot leave my people. I will join Matisyahu and his group – The Makabees!

Papas: What?!

[Jason takes a  sword and slashes the Generals arm – the one without the bandage. The General starts crying and kvetching like a baby again.He’s trying to hold both arms.]

Papas: Now you cut BOTH my arms! Waaaaaaaaaaaa!

Joshua: Good for you. Now leave these Jews alone. Run QUICKLY to the palace and give the king a message.  The Jewish people have G-d on their side and they will win over their enemies.

[General Papastitos leaves stage crying]

End Scene 4

Scene 5

(Mountains)

[Matisyahu moves to the side of the stage and suddenly falls down. Yehuda, Shimmy and Yoni all surround him.]

Matisyahu: (slowly) Children, it’s OK. I am an old man. But my son Yehuda will lead you all to victory. Remember who you are! Go fight the evil Greeks. Do not fear death. Hashem will be with you!

[Matisyahu lies his head down and “dies”. Everyone is silent until Yehuda speaks up.]

Yehuda: You heard what Father said. Let’s go! The Greek army has come to the mountains to fight us. Mi Lashem Aily! Whoever is for G-d, follow me!!!

[They go to center-stage where King Antiochus and the General are now waiting with drawn swords. The General now has bandages on BOTH arms. The Macabees do battle and are victorious.  At this point use your own judgment of the audience and crteate your own comedy or action scene. Don’t over-do it!]

After victory:

Yehuda: We did it! With Hashem on our side we have won over the strong enemy. Quick! Let’s return to the Holy Temple and continue to serve G-d as before!

End Scene 5

Scene 6

(Narration)

Note to Play Director: Ask your Madrich for help with this scene. This is probably the most important part of the play. The first 5 scenes were to entertain and grab the attention of your audience. In this final scene, you will be doing the “Mivtzoim” part of the play. It tells your audience what the message of Chanukah is for the Jews of today and tells them the Rebbe’s  good Besurah (news) that they are the ones who will get the job done and greet Moshiach! 

 Use your own words! Do not read from the script! Say it with feeling! 

The script is there so you can make sure you are not missing out any important parts in the “Chanukah Message”.  Good Luck!

[Shimmy and Yoni stand in center-stage and take turns narrating the rest of the story and the Chanukah message of today. If it’s too hard for the two of them to memorize all the material, use as many characters as you need. This is also  your chance to give someone who didn’t have a part in the play, a chance to act. They should all take turns saying different pieces. You can even use the King and the General!]

Yehuda:  I went with the Macabees went to the Holy Temple. we removed all the Greek idols. They built a new Altar and a new Menorah. However, when it came time to do the daily service of lighting the Menorah, they were only able to find one small jar of oil which still had the seal of the High Priest. It had just enough oil to burn for one day. 
Nevertheless, we Jews trusted in Hashem and used ALL the oil on that first day (See Likutei Sichos!) Hashem made a miracle. It stayed lit for 8 days!! (C’mon, say that with more feeling!) It stayed lit for 8 days!!! We celebrate the 8-day Holiday of Chanukah to remember the victory of the Jews and to thank Hashem for the wonderful miracles.

Shimmy: History repeats itself. Jews have always been outnumbered. Many people have tried to destroy us. Sometimes they attack our body and sometimes our soul. We might think to give in and make life easier. 

But we must be like the Makabees!!!

We must realize that every Jew has a drop of “pure olive oil” inside. We can light this oil and it will burst into flames. 

These flames will shine away the darkness of this exile so that we can finally experience the times of Moshiach!


Yoni: The Lubavitcher Rebbe said a Nevuah, a prophecy, “The time of your redemption has arrived. Let us follow the Rebbe’s call like the Makabees followed their leader and do everything we can to make it happen!

THE END 

Hatzlocho Rabboh!

